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“ IN DARKNESS AND SILENCE, !
   I LEARN THEREIN TO BE !
   CONTENT. ” !
!

HELEN KELLER!





Deaf-Blind Adventurer, 
Advocate & Storyteller



Sound Ambassadors:
The Next Generation



Boston Marathon 
2012 & 2014



Deaf

Blind

Deaf-Blind

Pope Frances 
Papal Audience 
Invitation





LEADING A 
MOVEMENT:  

NO BARRIERS USA

PIONEERING
AMBASSADORS







The No Barriers Summit is about hope. It is lighting the flame within and realizing that any goal – big or small – is worth pursuing. Step by step, little by little, we all can contribute to our communities around the world and shape people’s attitudes, stereotypes and perceptions as to what a barrier really is in one’s life. 
– Bill Barkeley, Blind-Deaf Adventurer, No Barriers Board Member 







VISION!
DEFINE A 
PURPOSE THAT 
INSPIRES YOU !
TO GIVE YOUR 
BEST BACK TO 
THE WORLD!



“ PITY THE MAN WHO HAS VISION
   BUT CANNOT SEE. ”

- HELEN KELLER



DEFINE YOURSELF.

Adventurer

Advocate

Storyteller





JOURNEY TO THE END OF THE WORLD

Shared mission.  Shared values.  Shared passion.

Education and Awareness about Ushers Syndrome
       and my life journey.

Helping people see more clearly around the world.
        as leader of VSP Global.
 



VISION

What do you want for your future?  
 
What is the significance, meaning or impact would 
you like to have in your life?

Mindset: 
 
”Would you rather not have vision to experience the 
world than simply just see it?” 





REACH !
MOVE BEYOND 
YOUR COMFORT 
ZONE TO GROW 
AND REACH 
GOALS !



It’s not about YOU.

The Camino Modern Culture

You don’t choose a life-
 you LIVE one.



	
Life’s journey can weigh us
down like a heavy backpack.

Life never really goes perfectly
according to plan.  

It’s a game changer, not game over.

It’s about ENDURANCE.

It’s about using all your SENSES.



PIONEER!
PERSEVERE 
THOUGH 
CHALLENGES !
TO INNOVATE!



“Where 
others see 
challenges,
problems and 
adversity….

I see 
opportunities, 
possibilities
and 
potential.”





“ ADVERSITY IS YOUR BEST
   FRIEND BECAUSE IT 
   INTRODUCES YOU TO
   YOURSELF. ”

-TANZANIAN PROVERB



How do you think and act in challenging 
situations?

Mindset: 

“ The very beauty of life and work 
   is in the very struggle of it.”

PIONEERING



ROPE TEAM!
COLLABORATE 
AND CONNECT 
WITH OTHERS 
TO BUILD 
STRONG 
COMMUNITIES !



“All in?”



Independence : Interdependence

“All in?”

Independence : Interdependence

“All in?”INDEPENDENCE : INTERDEPENDENCE





All Walks of Life and Experiences



#1 ROPE TEAM CRITERIA: 
 

 HEART AND SPIRIT 



ALCHEMY !
HARNESS LIFE 
EXPERIENCE !
INTO OPTIMISM!



SUFFER. WELL.



LIFE’S JOURNEY:

Getting new 
eyes 
to SEE.



“ GOD-WILLING ”



How can you turn your life’s
“lead” into “gold” ?

Mindset:
 
Think about what God gave 
you and use it in a completely 
different way.

ALCHEMY



ELEVATE!
IMPACT THE 
WORLD !
AS A LEADER 
WHO SERVES !



Place in the corporate world. It 
is not easy to find and keep 

your place at the table.

Just because we have laws does 
not mean we all respect and live 

by them.



Bombing Victim
Prosthesis Gift





SUMMITS !
FIND THE GIFTS 
EARNED !
THROUGH THE 
STRUGGLE!



Taking on Life’s Summits is about HOPE. 

It is lighting the flame within and realizing 
that any goal – big or small – is worth pursuing. 

Step by step, little by little, we all can 
contribute to our communities around the world 
and shape people’s attitudes, 
stereotypes and perceptions as to what a barrier
really is
in one’s life and our human journey.

Bill Barkeley
Blind-Deaf Adventurer,  Advocate & Storyteller





Bill Barkeley
Deaf-blind adventurer, advocate & storyteller
www.billbarkeley.com

Help to 
spread my 
message 
around the 
world is 
welcomed.


